
•mark your calendars•

Details to follow.

OTLPOA
ANNUAL MEETING

SATURDAY JUNE 25TH

Nestled between Otter Tail and Blanche lakes, the 58 acres of woods and paths
has been an oasis for residents and visitors of the area. 

 

    We want to ensure this beautiful property is not developed & is left in a state of conservancy for future generations to enjoy.
    It sits between two member lakes of OTLPOA. (Blanche Lake and Otter Tail.)
    This type of activity falls within the OTLPOA Mission Statement or “Purpose” as stated in our Article of Incorporation.
    It’s the right thing to do!

VISIT THE REARING POND TRAILS

WHY IS OTLPOA INVOLVED?

No OTLPOA membership dues or Foundation funds were used to purchase the Rearing Pond Property.

Lakeshore News
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OTLPOA MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
HAVE BEEN MAILED.

If you do not receive a renewal form you are encouraged to let us know 
immediately. Renewal forms can be found on page 3 please fill out and 

mail to: PO Box 21, Battle Lake, MN 56515 or you can visit  

www.OTLPOA.com 
and under the membership section pay online.

President’s Corner

Membership Application

Weather Warnings Defined

Take it to the Box

Service Directory

Raising a Gardener

Lakes Area Church Directory

Grilling Safety

Burning Restrictions

FF Area Fishing Outlook

2022 Calendar of Events

We Are Water

Land Transfers

Maplewood State Park

Glendalough State Park

Paddling Safety TIps

Backyard Wildlife

Clean In Clean Out

2

3

4

5

5

6

7

7

8

9

10

11

11

12

12

13

14

15



Page 2          May 2022          Lakeshore News — The Voice of  Otter  Tai l  Lakes Property Owners Associat ion

president’s corner

Hello everyone!
This morning, as I sit on my deck 
enjoying a hot cup of coffee, the 
breeze is cool coming off the lake, 
but the sunshine is warm on my 
back. A male wood duck is sitting 
by the water’s edge, loons are 
sounding off over the lake, and 
geese are flying overhead. To me, 
there couldn’t be a better setting. 
As the last of the ice comes off 

the lake, we remember the winter 
past. Some of us “snowbirds” have 
just come back to Minnesota, 
while others stayed to enjoy all 
that Minnesota winters offer. 
Now that spring has sprung on 
beautiful Ottertail County lakes, 
let’s remember that we are truly 
blessed to live in this part of the 
world with all its abundant beauty.
For this reason, and for so many 
others, we all need to continue to be 
good stewards of Ottertail Lakes. 
If we take the time to care for our 
lakes and keep them clean, we 
ensure that generations to come 
can enjoy this area. One way that 
you can be involved is to become 
a member of OTLPOA. Many of 
our members have generously 
paid their dues to support the 
efforts of OTLPOA and we are truly 
appreciative of your support. We 
encourage those of you who have 
not yet joined our association, 
please consider doing so. 

As activity on the lakes ramps 
up with fishing opener only days 
away, please continue to follow 
the guidelines for invasive species 
prevention. Always clean, drain 
and dry your boats as you move 
from lake to lake. These practices 
are critical as we continue to fight 
invasive species in our lakes. 
For more information on these 
guidelines and information about 
your local lakes, please visit www.
dnr.state.mn.us. 
We would also hope that you would 
voluntarily lower your bag limit 
to four walleyes between 14-19 
inches. This will help maintain and 
increase the walleye population so 
that we can continue to fish these 
beautiful lakes. 
Enjoy this wonderful springtime 
weather and continue to enjoy this 
beautiful area.

Roger Anderson | OTLPOA President

Volume 52,  No.  2   |   May  2022  |   Bat t le  Lake,  MN 56515

OTTER TAIL LAKES PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION (OTLPOA) MISSION STATEMENT
The object and purpose of this corporation shall be to promote the community welfare and civic development of all areas of Otter Tail County bordering on or 
approximate to the shoreline of Otter Tail Lake and such other land areas further removed therefrom as its members shall from time to time determine, and to assist 
the property owners within said area in the preservation of their civic areas and those of Otter Tail Lake itself, including the planting and promulgation of fish therein 
and the protection and preservation of wildlife on the land areas adjacent to Otter Tail Lake as may be determined by the members, to promote and develop the 
horticultural development of the areas described, to promote the cultural and social lives of the inhabitants of said area and to provide a vehicle by which legal or 
political problems common to the areas and the inhabitants thereof, including tax problems, may be resolved in any manner provided by law for the common welfare 
of the members of this corporation; and to that and this corporation may acquire by purchase or other means such real or personal property as may be necessary in 
carrying out its stated objectives and to mortgage or sell or exchange the same and to do any and all other acts permitted by the laws of the State of Minnesota in 
furtherance of its stated purposes.

President |  Roger Anderson • roger.anderson0515@yahoo.com • 651.301.3616 
Vice President |  Scott Simdorn • scottsimdorn58@gmail.com • 701.640.1572 

Secretary |  secretary@otlpoa.com • Becky Kemling • beckykemling@msn.com • 218.371.9095 
Treasurer |  Pat Hunke • phunke@hunkestransfer.com • 218.639.4910

DIRECTORS 

Lakeshore News
The Official Newspaper of Otter Tai l  Lakes Property Owners Association

Blanche Lake
Fred Rizk, frizk@aol.com, 701.635.6477 

Ken Wentz, kmwmjw@gmail.com, 760.885.9668

Long Lake
Paul Oxberry, poxberry@outlook.com, 612.703.3116

Deer Lake
Mark Long, mdlongmark@outlook.com, 701.640.1033

Round Lake
Steve Mouritsen, steve.mouritsen@wellsfargo.com, 612.237.6927

Ottertai l  River North
Becky Kemling, beckykemling@msn.com , 218.371.9095

Walker Lake

Gary Overturf, garyoverturf@msn.com, 651.686.5807

Otter Tail  Lake

Roger Anderson, roger.anderson0515@yahoo.com, 651.301.3616

Eric Gerken, egerken31@gmail.com, 320.491.1277

Pat Hunke, phunke@hunkestransfer.com, 218.639.4910

Debbie Ness, deb@yourresort.com, 218.495.2468

Scott Simdorn, scottsimdorn58@gmail.com, 701.640.1572

Linda Snyder, whip56520@yahoo.com, 701.367.9956
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2022
Board

Meeting
DatesMARK YOUR

Calendars

May 26th  |  June 23rd  |  July 28th

Aug. 25th  |  Sept. 22nd  |  Oct 27th

Annual meeting June 25th

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Otter Tail Lakes Property Owners Association Inc. 

2022 Membership (Check one)

Property Owner Member: ________   Associate Member: ________
 (Owners Lake Property) (Does not own lake property or shares ownership)

Name of Property Owner living  

at lake property address: _________________________________________________________________  

Address of Property House/Street # ________________________________________

    (this is the blue house number/street for your lake home) City/State Zip _________________________________________
 

Summer “mailing” address (5/15 – 8/30): House/Street # ________________________________________

    (must be valid US Postal deliverable address)  City/State Zip _________________________________________
 

 Winter mailing address (9/1-5/15): House/Street # ________________________________________

     City/State Zip _________________________________________  

Email: (please print legibly)  ________________________________________________________________________  
Notification of date for tent caterpillar/worm spraying, updates of possible lake changing issues, etc. (If you don’t personally 
have an email address, you can substitute one for a family member who will let you know of these notifications).

Annual Dues (Jan.-Dec.) 
 • Membership $35.00  
 • Foundation $10.00
 • Worm Payment $30.00 
    Includes $10 donation to OTLPOA Foundation $            75.00 

Additional support for the Foundation (tax deductible)
 $10.00 ___ $20.00___ $50.00 ___ Other ___  $ __________

The OTLPOA Foundation was established to obtain financial resources to  
maintain water quality for recreation, fishing, and enjoyment when
Government resources are not provided.

 (Total enclosed)  $ __________

Make check payable to: OTLPOA and mail to: PO Box 21, Battle Lake, MN 56515
Or visit www.OTLPOA.com to pay by credit card (under the membership section)

How can the association better serve you? (On another sheet of paper)
What lake related topic or issue is most important to you? How do you think our Association can help?

Five issues of Lakeshore News

Lakeshore directory that is 
published every two years

Continental breakfast at the 
Annual Meetings

Representation at Minnesota 
Lakes & Rivers -&- Coalition of 
Lake Associations (which includes water 
testing of our lakes)

Establishment of AIS monitoring 
system (ILIDS)

WHAT DOES A
MEMBERSHIP
INCLUDE?

Office: 218-998-4400
Cell: 218-731-7376

“Selling Lake Property in Otter Tail County Since 1995!”

www.mohagenrealestate.com

Sue Mohagen
Broker

NO JOB TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

Remodeling • New Construction  

Roofing & Siding • Decks

Additions • Windows & Doors 

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Jayson B. Storo, Owner

218-495-2005 • 218-232-0472
jaysonbs@live.com MN Lic. #BC637708

www.jbsbuildersllc.com

Submit your photos to Lakeshore News!
Email AMY@THEMIDWEEK.COM with a brief description.

Share Your 

Memories!
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306 N. Tower Rd., 
Fergus Falls

Mon.-Fri. 8am-7pm
Sat. 8am-5pm

Burgers • Brats • Fresh Seafood 
Meat & Cheese Trays • Ham 

Deli Salads • Fresh Buns

www.premiermeatsandseafood.com

218-998-3373

Get Ready For
Summer Grilling!

LAKESHORE SPECIALISTS
Gloria Hedstrom, Broker • 218-205-6474

Laurie Woessner, Agent • 218-639-1825

Tom O’Brien, Agent • 218-849-7831

David Wieser, Agent • 218-205-1970

Chad Bryniarski, Agent • 218-640-3068

Phyllis Tysver, Agent • 218-308-3775

Bill Henieis, Agent • 218-457-1079

Randy Kennedy, Agent • 218-535-1258

Shawn Sweere, Agent • 218-850-9425

Samm Humphreys, Agent • 763-482-4482

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE Notary Service

FREE CMA for  
New Listings

217 Hwy. 78 N, Ottertail, MN • 218-367-2716
boll@arvig.net • BOLLREALTY.COM

Boll Realty 
is here to 

help serve you, 
by making your 

home and property 
dreams a 

REALITY!

Weather Warnings 
Defined

Severe Thunderstorm Watch
A Severe Thunderstorm Watch is issued when 
severe thunderstorms are possible in and near 
the watch area. It does not mean that they will 
occur. It only means they are possible.

Severe thunderstorms are defined as follows:

1) Winds of 58 mph or higher
     AND/OR
2) Hail 1 inch in diameter or larger.

Severe Thunderstorm Warning
A Severe Thunderstorm Warning is issued when 
severe thunderstorms are occurring or imminent 
in the warning area.

Severe thunderstorms are defined as follows:

1) Winds of 58 mph or higher
     AND/OR
2) Hail 1 inch in diameter or larger.

Tornado Watch
A Tornado Watch is issued when severe 
thunderstorms and tornadoes are possible in 
and near the watch area. It does not mean that 
they will occur. It only means they are possible.

Severe thunderstorms are defined as follows:

1) Winds of 58 mph or higher
     AND/OR
2) Hail 1 inch in diameter or larger.

Tornado Warning
A Tornado Warning is issued when a tornado is 
imminent. When a tornado warning is issued, 
seek safe shelter immediately.

High Wind Watch
A High Wind Watch is issued when the following 
conditions are possible:

1) sustained winds of 40 mph or higher for one 
hour or more
     OR
2) wind gusts of 58 mph or higher for any 
duration.

High Wind Warning
A High Wind Warning is issued when the 
following conditions are expected:

1) sustained winds of 40 mph or higher for one 
hour or more
    OR
2) wind gusts of 58 mph or higher for any 
duration.

www.weather.gov/lwx/WarningsDefined
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✓ Shrub Replacement
✓ Shrub Pruning
✓ Flowerbed Design
✓ Mulching
✓ Grass Seeding

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE CONTRACTOR

218-770-7065

BUDKE
SERVICES

✓ Lawn Mowing
✓ Paver Patio Repair
✓ Skid Steer
✓ Retaining Walls

Service Directory

geothermal experts!
We are your

877.882.4822 │ EsserPlumbingandHeating.com

ESSER
Plumbing & Heating

 
  

 

 
 

An Esser Family Company

EsserPlumbingandHeating.com
218.346.3530 ⎪218.346.2138

Residential & Commercial Services:
Air Conditioning, Heating  

and Plumbing Service.

Ask the Experts at Esser!

ADVERTISE HERE! 
 Advertise in upcoming 

Lakeshore News 
publications. 

results@themidweek.com

Quality Forest Products
 Drafting & Design  

Hardware - Tools - Electrical 
Plumbing - Dock Systems

Benjamin Moore Paint  
&  Cabot Stain

205 Lake Ave S - Battle Lake
M-F  7:30am - 5pm & Sat. 7:30am - 12pm

218-864-5983
www.evertslumber.com

Quality Forest Products
 Drafting & Design  

Hardware - Tools - Electrical 
Plumbing - Dock Systems

Benjamin Moore Paint  
&  Cabot Stain

205 Lake Ave S - Battle Lake
M-F  7:30am - 5pm & Sat. 7:30am - 12pm

218-864-5983
www.evertslumber.com

Quality Forest Products
Drafting & Design 

Hardware - Tools - Electrical
Plumbing - 

Dock Systems
Benjamin 

Moore Paint
& Cabot Stain

NESS BACKHOE, INC

• General Excavation 
• State Certified Septic Systems
• Backhoes/Full Swing Backhoe

• Trucks • Skidsteers 
• Loader • Dozer
• Snow Removal

218-747-2200
Cell: 218-770-5814

Tony Anderson, Owner/Operator
License # L3839 • Bonded and Insured

email: nessbackhoe@prtel.com
11468 State Hwy. 78, Ashby, MN 56309

Emil’s Electric, LLC
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

• New Construction 
• Service Work • Commercial 
• Residential • Trenching 
• Off-Peak & Generator Installation

218-495-2244
EMIL KVIDERA 
Battle Lake, MN

Serving the 
Lakes Area! 

Find us online!
www.ot lpoa .com

ottertailcountymn.us/content-page/unwanted-medications/

Tossing or flushing old medications can pollute water and harm fish or 
wildlife. Otter Tail County residents have a safe, anonymous and free 
disposal option that minimizes risks to health and safety – Take it to the 
Box! Old or unused prescription and over-the-counter medications can be 
safely disposed of at a Take it to the Box drop box location.

These secure drop boxes are located at various law enforcement centers 
throughout the county. The boxes are accessible during regular business 
hours: 8 am – 4:30 pm, M-F, unless posted otherwise.

Locations
        Otter Tail County Sheriff’s Office – 417 Court Street South – Fergus Falls
        Government Building – 118 N. Main Street – New York Mills
        Perham Police Department – 525 W. Main Street – Perham
        Parkers Prairie Police Department – 102 N. Otter Avenue – Parkers Prairie
        Ottertail Operations Center – 469 Main Street W. – Ottertail
        Pelican Rapids Police Department – 315 N. Broadway – Pelican Rapids
        Battle Lake Police Department – 108 E. Main – Battle Lake
        Henning Police Department – 607 2nd Street – Henning

Instructions
The program is 100% anonymous, no questions asked. Please follow these 
basic instructions:

• Leave medication in the original container
• Black out or remove your personal information from the label
• Leave the name of the medication on the container
• Drop the medication into the 

disposal box opening
• Absolutely no syringes, 

needles, or sharps 
accepted

• No mercury devices, 
household chemicals, 
or biohazardous waste

Take it to 
the Box
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Submit your photos to Lakeshore News! 
Email 

AMY@THEMIDWEEK.COM
with a brief description.

Now accepting online payments for:
• Annual Membership • Worm Spraying

• Foundation Donations

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.otlpoa.com

Raising a

Did you garden as a kid? Did mom make you help weed when you would rather 
have been doing anything else? Were you the kid that had to pick raspberries? 
Bunkey did and he usually ended up looking like he had lost a fight with a wildcat, 
scratched, mosquito-bitten and sunburnt. It is no wonder he hated gardening 
for years. 

Now that you are grown, you want your kids to learn the rewards of gardening. 
To do this properly, you must make it fun. Start by getting the children the proper 
tools. Not those kids-sized stuff but real tools. To start with all he will need is a 
good trowel and a small hand rake. 

Give your child a part of the garden that is all his. One thing kids love is a “hideout”. 
Let him plant one. Draw a large circle in the soil and let him plant sunflowers 
about 2 feet apart. Between the sunny seeds, help him plant climbing beans. 
There is a variety with red flowers and purple beans that don’t look like the 
dreaded “food” beans. Mulch heavily inside and out so there is little weeding to 
do. By mid-summer he will have a green tepee to play in. Even if you don’t mulch 
your garden, mulch his, pulling weeds is no fun. 

There are some fun vegetables to plant. Kids love bright colors so plant the 
Swiss chard with bright stems, purple cabbage or carrots. Yellow beets, - the 
leaves are really good slightly boiled. Milder tasting than their cousin’s spinach. 
There are all sorts of unusual vegetables. He may even eat veggies from his 
own garden. 

There are seed packets especially for kids to plant. They have fast growing and 
interesting plants for the kids to grow. Encourage them to pull and eat carrots 
and onions from your garden with just a swipe along a pants leg to get the dirt 
chunks off. If they like tomatoes, let him plant a cherry tomato in his garden. A 
baby pumpkin plant will reward your child when he can take a bag of them for 
his classmates from ‘his” garden. Another fun thing to plant is an assortment of 
gourds. If you have lots of room, plant one of the odd pumpkins, pink or warty 
for Halloween. If he hates squash, plant Celebration. They are bright colored, 
kid-sized, and very sweet. 

If you don’t have a vegetable garden, grow flowers. If your idea of flower gardening 
is how many flats of annuals you need this year, or what color geraniums for the 
pots you plant every spring, break the rules and buy a few easy-to-grow seeds 
and the two of you plant them together. Try marigold, zinnias, especially the 
candy-striped ones, cleome, nasturtiums, and calendula are all easy to grow 
and readily re-seed themselves giving you a jump start on flower gardening next 
spring. 

Teach a child to love gardening and he will have a tool he will use all his life. All 
you need to do is make it fun, not work. Eat what he grows, even if it makes you 
gag. 

CHEESE!

by Bev Johnson, WOT Master Gardener

 Gardener



Lakeshore News — The Voice of  Otter  Tai l  Lakes Property Owners Associat ion          May 2022          Page 7

Church Directory
ALLIANCE 
Battle Lake Alliance
401 W. Gilbertson St., Battle Lake
Derek Mansker, Pastor • Church—218-864-5539
 Sunday Worship Service 10:00 am
 Fellowship & refreshments after service
 Find us on the web at battlelake.org 

BAPTIST
Basswood Baptist Church B.G.C.
38188 340th St., Richville, MN 56576
Bert Holmquist, Pastor—218-495-3800
Church—218-495-3771
 Sunday School 9:30 am, refreshments following
 Worship Service 10:45 am
 Bible Study, Youth Group & Kids Club - Wednesday 7:00 pm
 Ladies’ Bible Study - 3rd Thursday
 Men’s Prayer Breakfast - 1st Saturday 7:00 am
 Potluck Dinner - 2nd Sunday

First Baptist (ABC) - Battle Lake
“The Little Brown Church on the Hill”
Lynn Hansen, Pastor—651-485-7378
www.firstbaptistbattlelake.org
 Sunday Worship 9:30 am
 Fellowship & refreshments 10:30 am

CATHOLIC
Father Leroy Schik, Pastor
Office—218-864-5619
www.ollsj.org
St. James - Maine Township
 Saturday Mass 5:00 pm, October - April
 Sunday Mass 8:30am, May - September
Saint Edward - Henning
 Saturday Mass 4:00pm, May - September
 Sunday Mass 8:30 am - October-April
Our Lady of the Lake - Battle Lake
 Sunday Mass 10:30 am

Indicates Barrier-Free Access

METHODIST
Ottertail United Methodist Church
104 Shores Drive, Ottertail
Rod Turnquist, Pastor
Church—218-367-2270
 Worship 8:45 am
 Coffee Fellowship following Worship

Richville United Methodist Church
130 SW 1st Ave., Richville
Rod Turnquist, Pastor
Church—218-346-5656
 Worship 10:30 am
 Coffee Fellowship following Worship 2nd & 4th Sunday

PRESBYTERIAN
Maine Presbyterian
30761 Co. Hwy. 45, Maine Township
2 miles north of Phelps Mill
 Bob Kersten, Pastor
Website: mainepresbyterianchurch.org
Church—218-495-2539
 Summer - Worship 9:30 am (Thru August) 

Coffee Following Worship Service
 Winter - Worship 10:00 am

LUTHERAN
Bethel Lutheran Church
Battle Lake Campus:
Meets at Lakes Area Community Center
112 West Main St., Battle Lake
218-862-4903
 Sunday School 9:00 am  

(no Sunday School during summer months)
 Worship: 9:00am & 10:30 am 
 Website: bethellutheran.church

First Lutheran - ELCA
505 W. Holdt St., Battle Lake
Interim Pastor Doug Stave
Visitation Pastor Tom Peterson
blfirstlutheran.org
Church—218-864-5686
 Coffee Fellowship: 9:00 am 
 Worship: 10:00 am
 Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays

Sverdrup Lutheran Church
PO Box 70
209 Southern Ave. E., Underwood
Tammy Jacobson, Pastor
Church—218-826-6919
 Worship 9:00 am

Tingvold Lutheran Church
6 miles north of Underwood, Co. 1 & Co. 35
Martha Halls, Pastor 
Church—218-826-6487
 September 1-May 31: Service 11:00 am
 Fellowship 10:00 am
 June 1-August 31: Service 10:30 am
 Fellowship 9:30am

Zion Lutheran Church of Amor
36051 Co. Hwy. 74, Amor
Hwy. 1 and 74, 10 miles north of Battle Lake
James Gronbeck, Pastor • Church - 218-495-2563
Email: office@zionamor.org
Website: www.zionamor.org
Summer Services May 22 - September 4
Worship 8:15 am & 10:00 am
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays

Fellowship and refreshments between services.
Services are live streamed on our website and 

Facebook- Zion Amor. Check our website for any 
updates or changes to the schedule.

L A K E S  A R E A

2 0 2 2

Four Winds Dr. on SE Shore of Otter Tail Lake
- Gradual Slope - Amazing Sunsets

- Close to Balmoral & Thumper Pond Gold Course
- Private Road with easy Year-Round Access to St. Hwy. 78

Build Your Dream Home!

Beth Madson, Realtor
ottertailbeth@gmail.com

320-808-6492

INDIVIDUALLY OWNED & OPERATED

225 W. Cavour
Fergus Falls, MN 56537

FREE ESTIMATES

Call Jesse, your underground sprinkler specialist today!

218-205-1659

nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2019

NATIONAL FIRE
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
The leading information and knowledge resource
on fire, electrical and related hazards

GrillingGrilling

There’s nothing like outdoor grilling. It’s one of the most popular 
ways to cook food. But, a grill placed too close to anything that can 
burn is a fire hazard. They can be very hot, causing burn injuries. 
Follow these simple tips and you will be on the way to safe grilling.

SAFETY TIPS 
KKK Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be 

used outdoors.

KKK The grill should be placed well away from the 
home, deck railings and out from under eaves and 
overhanging branches.

KKK Keep children and pets at least three feet away 
from the grill area.

KKK Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat 
buildup from the grills and in trays below the grill.

KKK Never leave your grill unattended.

KKK Always make sure your gas grill lid is open before 
lighting it.

CHARCOAL GRILLS
KKK There are several ways to get the charcoal ready to 

use. Charcoal chimney starters allow you to start 
the charcoal using newspaper as a fuel.

KKK If you use a starter fluid, use only charcoal starter 
fluid. Never add charcoal fluid or any other 
flammable liquids to the fire.

KKK Keep charcoal fluid out of the reach of children and 
away from heat sources.

KKK There are also electric charcoal starters, which do 
not use fire. Be sure to use an extension cord for 
outdoor use.

KKK When you are finished grilling, let the coals 
completely cool before disposing in a metal container.

Check the gas tank hose for leaks 
before using it for the first time each 
year. Apply a light soap and water 
solution to the hose. A propane leak will 
release bubbles. If your grill has a gas 
leak, by smell or the soapy bubble test, 
and there is no flame, turn off both the 
gas tank and the grill. If the leak stops, 
get the grill serviced by a professional 
before using it again. If the leak does 
not stop, call the fire department. If you 
smell gas while cooking, immediately 
get away from the grill and call the 
fire department. Do not move the grill.

If the flame goes out, turn the grill and 
gas off and wait at least 5 minutes 
before re-lighting it. 

SafetySafety

Propane Grills

• July is the peak month for
 grill fires.

• 
Roughly half of

 the injuries
 involving grills
 are thermal
 burns.

FACTS
!

!
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1811 E. Fir Ave., Fergus Falls • 218-739-4460

www.lakesfamilyres.com
Follow us on Facebook

Shana Zimmerman, 
Realtor

218-770-6936
shana@

lakesfamilyres.com

Luke Mostue, 
Realtor

218-671-8457
luke@ 

lakesfamilyres.com

Samuel Herzog, 
Realtor

218-205-3573
samuelpherzog@

gmail.com

Roger Hahn, 
Realtor

218-671-3011
roger@ 

lakesfamilyres.com

David Zender, 
Realtor

218-205-0018
dzender@ 

lakesfamilyres.com

Providing a superior level of informed, 
professional & consistent real estate service to 

buyers & sellers in the lakes area!

Craig Raguse, 
Realtor

218-205-0067
craig@ 

lakesfamilyres.com

Chad Landmann, 
Realtor

218-731-8200 
chad@

lakesfamilyres.com

Same Great People,
Same Great Service Now as

ONE GREAT TEAM

Scott Schauff, 
Realtor

218-731-2813
sschauff@
prtel.com

Zach Good, 
Realtor

218-731-2761
zach@ 

lakesfamilyres.com

Cindy Thernell, 
Assoc. Broker
218-731-6316 

cindy1@
ottertailres.com

Mark Stortroen, 
Assoc. Broker GRI

218-731-6315 
mark@

ottertailres.com

Pat Schultz,
Realtor

218-731-8795 
pat@ 

lakesfamilyres.com

Jon Goetz, 
Realtor

218-770-6509
jongoetz@
yahoo.com

John Good, 
Broker

218-731-0000
john@

lakesfamilyres.com

DNR NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: May 10, 2022

 
For more information:

Contact the DNR Information Center by email or call 888-646-6367.

Counties added to spring burn restrictions as wildfire risk increases in northwestern Minnesota

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has further expanded the area subject to open burning restrictions as the 
wildfire season deepens and expands in northwestern Minnesota.

The DNR will not issue permits for open burning of brush or yard waste in these counties until restrictions are lifted.

“Warm and dry conditions elevate the risk of wildfires, and restricting open burning prevents a burn pile from escaping and 
becoming a wildfire during times of high risk,” said Allissa Reynolds, DNR wildfire prevention supervisor. “These restrictions 

really do work – they’ve helped reduce wildfires by more than 30 percent over the past decade.”

Reynolds encourages residents to use alternatives to burning to dispose of yard waste, such as composting, chipping, or taking 
brush to a collection site. For more information, visit the wildfire prevention page of the 

DNR website(mndnr.gov/Wildfire/Prevention).

People cause 90% of wildfires in Minnesota. If a debris fire rekindles or escapes, the person who set it is liable for any damage 
caused, as well as for wildfire suppression costs.

Burning restrictions will be adjusted as conditions change. For more information and daily updates on current fire risk and open 
burning restrictions, visit the statewide fire danger and burning restrictions page of the 

DNR website(mndnr.gov/BurnRestrictions).

BURNING RESTRICTIONS

Additional counties in which 
burning restrictions apply are:

    Becker
    Beltrami

    Cass
    Clearwater
    Crow Wing
    Hubbard
    Kittson

    Lake of the Woods
    Mahnomen

    Marshall
    Otter Tail

    Pennington
    Polk

    Red Lake
    Roseau
    Stevens
    Wadena

Restrictions remain in place 
in the following counties:

    Anoka
    Benton
    Chisago
    Douglas

    Hennepin
    Isanti

    Kanabec
    Mille Lacs
    Morrison

    Pine
    Pope

    Ramsey
    Sherburne

    Stearns
    Todd

    Washington
    Wright
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Fergus 
Falls Area 

Fishing 
Outlook

Generally speaking, anglers should 
expect good walleye fishing on area 
lakes during the 2022 season as 
several strong natural year classes 
and supplemental stockings have 
established abundant walleye 
populations. Small, shallow lakes 
are usually popular for the opener 
because the water temperatures 
will be warmer and the fish more 
active. Some traditional favorites 
for the opener include Walker, Anna, 
South Ten Mile, Orwell and Fish 
lakes. Some larger, deeper lakes that 
presently have strong year classes 
of harvestable walleyes include 
Star, Dead, Pelican, Sybil, Eagle and 
the Pine Lakes. Anglers should be 
aware that there is an 18- to 26-inch 
protected slot size limit for walleye 
on Big and Little Pine lakes.

Northern pike should be feeding 
actively as they spawn earlier than 
walleyes. Most of the large lakes 
in the area consistently produce 
above-average sized pike. Some 
smaller lakes that anglers may want 
to check-out for nice northern pike 
include Marion, Wall, Anna, Johnson 
and Jolly Ann lakes. Anglers are 
reminded of the northern pike slot 
length limit. The bag limit is 10 with 

not more than two over 26 inches. 
All pike from 22 to 26 inches must 
be released. Anglers looking to take 
advantage of the 10-fish bag can look 
to lakes like Swan, Dead, East Battle, 
South Lida, Heilberger and Loon. 
These lakes have an abundance of 
small pike less than 22 inches in 
length.

Panfish opportunities may be a viable 
option if the walleye and northern 
pike are not cooperating. Many area 
lakes presently support abundant 
populations of sunfish and black 
crappie with good size structures. 
Several of these lakes include Big 
McDonald, Little Pelican, Adley, 
McDonald, Schwartz, Dead, Blanche 
and the Leaf lakes. Anglers targeting 
sunfish need to be aware of 19 lakes 
in the area with reduced daily bag 
limits. The intent of the reduced bag 
limits is to maintain or improve the 
size structures of sunfish in lakes 
that have historically produced 
quality populations. Lakes with a 
five-sunfish daily bag limit include 
West Silent, Franklin, Bass, Middle, 
Fish by Weetown, and Fish by Parkers 
Prairie. Lakes with a 10-sunfish daily 
bag limit include East Lost, West 
Lost, Crystal, Deer, Wall, Red River, 

Prairie, Stuart, Star, Big Pine, South 
Lida, North Lida and Long by Vergas. 
The statewide possession limit for 
sunfish still applies for these lakes.

The largemouth and smallmouth 
bass angling seasons will also begin 
on the May 14 opener; however, it 
is catch and release only until May 
28. Most area lakes consistently 
produce abundant largemouth bass 
populations. Anglers interested in 
smallmouth bass should look to 
Pickerel, South Ten Mile, North Lida 
and Lizzie lakes. Anglers interested 
in a float fishing trip should consider 
the Otter Tail River, as it has a 
renowned catch-and-release only 
smallmouth bass fishery.

For anglers wanting to try something 
unique in the area for the opener, 
Bass Lake in Maplewood State 
Park is an option for trout fishing. 
Bass Lake is stocked annually with 
rainbow trout. Anglers are reminded 
that a state park permit and a trout 
stamp are required to fish Bass 
Lake. The use of live minnows for 
bait is prohibited and the bag limit is 
five with not more than three over 16 
inches in length.

WONDERING WHAT 
THE FISH ARE DOING?

Area fisheries managers for the 
Minnesota DNR have prepared a 

summary outlook report based on 
their observations and experience.

Source: dnr.state.mn.us/fishing/outlooks.html
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May 26 OTLPOA Board Meeting

Jun 4 Muskellunge Opener

Jun 4 Lake Region Run (Fergus Falls)

Jun 10 Hazardous Waste Mobile Collection (Ottertail City)

Jun 10-11 Summerfest (Fergus Falls)

Jun 11 Running Wild Trail Run, Maplewood State Park

Jun 15-19 Turtle Fest (Perham)

Jun 23 OTLPOA Board Meeting

Jun 25 OTLPOA Annual Meeting

Jul 7-9 Pelican Fest (Pelican Rapids)

Jul 8 Relay for Life of East Otter Tail County  (Perham)

Jul 9-10 Phelps Mill Arts Festival

Jul 20-23 West Otter Tail County Fair (Fergus Falls)

Jul 14 Shop Move ‘n Groove (Downtown Fergus Falls)

Jul 16 Ottertail Business & Community Association Annual Auction

Jul 28 OTLPOA Board Meeting

Jul 21-24 East Otter Tail County Fair (Perham)

Jul 22-24 Wenonga Days (Battle Lake)

Jul 24 Wenonga Days 5K/10K Run & Walk (Battle Lake)

Aug 4-6 WE Fest (Detroit Lakes)

Aug 5-7 Parkers Prairie Fall Festival and Bull Ride

Aug 6 Rail Trails 100 Bike Tour (Fergus Falls)

Aug 12-14 Vergas Looney Days

Aug 12 Demo Derby (Ottertail City)

Aug 13 Art & Craft Affair (Battle Lake)

Aug 13 Otter Fest (Ottertail City)

Aug 13-14 Perham Pioneer Days

Aug 25 OTLPOA Board Meeting

Aug 26-27  Barnsville Potato Days Festival

Sep 22 OTLPOA Board Meeting

Oct 27 OTLPOA Board Meeting

........................................................................................................................

Events subject to change.

To submit an event, please contact us at: 

results@themidweek.com

2022 Calendar of Events

Have you lost something? Have you found 
something in your yard or on your shoreline 

that wasn’t yours? If you have been unable to 
locate your lost items, or are unable to return a 
found item to the rightful owner, email photo or 

description to

secretary@otlpoa.com

lost
&

found
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Get Involved in We Are Water Otter Tail County
April 13, 2022 – Otter Tail County, MN– Otter Tail County is hosting a cool, new project called We Are Water MN. It’s run by the Minnesota Humanities 
Center, and it’s a traveling exhibit and community engagement initiative. The exhibit will be showcased at the Fergus Falls Public Library from August 
18-October 10, 2022. There are spaces for people to talk with their neighbors, add their own stories and water actions, and learn from video and audio 
stories. There are also puzzles, puppets, and kids’ books so the littlest learners can participate too!

You’re invited!
We invite students of all ages, members of social organizations and business partners to participate in the exhibit. Our goal in hosting the event for 
people in Otter Tail County to have an opportunity to share the important relationships they have with water, create an awareness about local water 
issues and increase education about water in Minnesota and particularly in Otter Tail County.

What is in the exhibit?
The exhibit features statewide and local information about Minnesota’s position as the headwaters of three major basins; the sacredness of water to 
Minnesota’s first peoples, the Dakota and Ojibwe; land changes over time; the current stresses on water; steps needed to make progress; and stories 
about the meaning and use of water by local people. Local content is added through audio, maps, water quality information, and inspirational stories 
from people who live in Otter Tail County.

How can you be involved?
•     Attend the Water Is Life Event on April 22 at the Fergus Falls Public Library from 2:30-5:30 p.m. and share your story at the Water Bar.
•     Make 2022 the year of water for your church, classroom, organization, club, writer’s or book clubs, business and our community.
•     Train to be a volunteer at the site to engage with participants as they interact in the exhibit.
•     Arrange for students to attend the exhibit
•     Host or attend local water events throughout the year
•     Participate in the exhibit

Let’s make 2022 the year of water in Otter Tail County and celebrate our relationship to
water and our connections to each other! Look for upcoming We Are Water events
such as a day on the water paddling, a booth at the county fairs, and an online 
photo contest. If you plan a water related event, please contact Shannon
 Terry at 218-671-3445 or sterry@co.ottertail.mn.us so your event can
be shared on the We Are Water webpage 
ottertailcountymn.us/we-are-water-mn

LAND TRANSFERS
FEB–APRIL 2022

Township Lake Name Date Grantor Grantee Sale Price Property Type

Amor Otter Tail 4/15/22 Daniel A Johnson Et Al Kari Eidsness & Siri Fiebiger 210000 Seasonal Rec
Amor Otter Tail 4/21/22 John & Curtis Mcdougall Et Al Edward & Sandra Olson 320000 Seasonal Rec
Amor 4/29/22 Riley Christensen Tamara & Eric Roberts 330000 Ag Land
Amor 4/29/22 Janelle K Vanduinen Mccann Branden Burmeister 80000 Residential
Everts West Battle 5/4/22 Melvin F & Diane M Kohorst Keith & Michelle Pearson 654925 Seasonal Rec
Everts Silver 4/1/22 Cynthia Skalsky Amy & Christopher Toenjes 350000 Residential
Everts Otter Tail 4/1/22 Norman & Donna Olthoff Bradley & Lisa Bergstrom 120000 Seasonal Rec
Everts Otter Tail 4/14/22 John & Connie Wiese Jay & Mary Miller 1200000 Seasonal Rec
Everts Otter Tail 4/15/22 Ronald & Colleen Macheledt Tst Gregory & Mary Larsen 755000 Seasonal Rec
Everts Deer 3/30/22 Daniel R & Amber J Bauer James & Jean Nowak 250000 Seasonal Rec
Everts 4/8/22 J & S Dotzenrod Living Tst Jared Purdy 38500 Residential
Everts 4/25/22 Kenneth W & Sandra L Enstrom Thomas & Christine Petersen 27000 Seasonal Rec
Everts 2/28/22 Jerry A & Betty Nelson Brian & Erin Anderson 135000 Ag Land
Girard West Battle 2/11/22 G M Flying Tst Nathan & Heidi Steinle 425000 Seasonal Rec
Girard West Battle 2/24/22 Judy K Paulson Et Al Judy & Jerome Paulson 316000 Seasonal Rec
Girard 4/29/22 Jhhi Rev Tst Matthew & Melissa Daharsh 399000 Seasonal Rec
Girard 2/11/22 Steven M & Jennifer L Kolstad Kyle & Carly Jensen 320000 Residential
Girard 3/18/22 Rodney J & Alice T Spidahl Daniel & Lisa Malmstrom 45000 Ag Land
Otter Tail Long 2/18/22 Kurt B Mauer Matthew & Karen Reid 50000 Seasonal Rec
Otter Tail Long 3/16/22 Elizabeth Husfeldt Et Al Shawna Ehlers & Mark Wilbur 220000 Ag Land
Otter Tail Long 4/22/22 Terry L & Karen M Brasel Paul & Janny Deyonge 87000 Ag Land
Otter Tail Long 3/4/22 Lutheran Island Camp Found Inc Jack Johnson - Brandt Johnson - Emily Hopkins 49000 Seasonal Rec
Otter Tail 4/14/22 Harms Farm Storage Llc Donald & Kay Lentz 106614 Residential
Otter Tail 3/8/22 Harms Farm Storage Llc Alex & Geraldine Peterson 78500 Residential
Otter Tail 4/28/22 Harms Farm Storage Llc George & Joan Grage 77900 Residential
Otter Tail 2/11/22 Kyle & Carly Jensen Michael & Mary Jo Hill 236000 Residential
Otter Tail 4/15/22 Kyle & Carly Jensen Donald & Ella Leapaldt 20000 Residential

About We Are Water
We Are Water MN is led by the Minnesota Humanities

Center in partnership with the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency; the Minnesota Historical Society; the Minnesota 

Departments of Agriculture, Health, and Natural Resources; and 
University of Minnesota Extension.
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Nestled in the transition zone between prairie and hardwood 
forest, Glendalough offers a true respite from civilization. 
Crystal clear Annie Battle Lake is a 335-acre, non-motorized 
“Heritage Fishery” that provides a tranquil fishing experience 
second to none. Special regulations sustain a steady supply of 
large sunfish, crappie, and the occasional walleye for the frying 
pan, and large bass for the camera. Near the pristine shores of 
this lake are a cart-in campground and canoe-in campsites, all 
free from the traffic and noise of traditional drive-in camping.

Annie can also be the starting point for an exploration of 
the park by canoe or kayak on the connecting creeks. The 
restored historic Glendalough lodge on the north side of the 
lake details the park’s history as a private retreat and game 
farm for the Minneapolis Tribune.

A paved bike trail loop and numerous hiking trails, including 
two interpretive trails, meander along five lakes, through rich 
woods and blooming prairies. Wildlife abounds year-round, 
and there are many observation decks along the trails. Trails 
are groomed in winter for skiing and snowshoeing. Picnicking 
and swimming is available on two sandy lakes.

Hours: Best time to contact the park is: 
Daily from 1pm - 4pm

 218-864-0110 • fax: 218-864-0587
email: glendalough.statepark@state.mn.us

25287 Whitetail Lane, Battle Lake, MN 56515
www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/glendalough

From the town of Battle Lake, go 1.5 miles north on 
State Hwy. #78 and 1.8 miles east on Otter Tail Co. Hwy 

#16 to the park entrance.

WATER & DRINKING WATER: Off in 
the campground for the season until 
May 13, 2022. Water is available year-
round at the park office.

BATHROOM FACILITIES: Trail center 
restrooms are open year-round! Modern 
restroom facilities in the campground 
are closed for season until May 13, 
2022. Vault toilets in the park are open 
year-round. Facilities are wheelchair 
accessible.

SHOWERS: Closed for season until 
May 13, 2022. Showers are wheelchair 
accessible.

DUMP STATION: None.

CAMPGROUNDS: Cart-in campground 
is open year-round. Camper Cabins 
and Yurts are open year-round, but just 
weekends between November 1 and 
March 31. The group camp is closed 
until May 13, 2022. Canoe sites are 
closed for season until April 29, 2022.

ELECTRIC SITES: One RV electric site is 
available after October 4 by calling the 
park. All camper cabins have electricity. 
Special Notes for RV Campers: There is 
no RV camping in park in summer.

TRAIL NOTES: The park has 11 miles 
of hiking trail, 5.2 miles of surfaced bike 
trail and 3.2 miles of mountain bike 
trails. In winter, park maintains 8 miles 
of groomed, easy to intermediate level 
cross-country ski trails, Snowshoeing is 
allowed alongside but not on groomed 
ski trails.

SEASON RENTALS: Bicycle, rowboat, 
canoe, kayak, paddleboat, and stand 
up paddleboard rental is open until 
October 25, 2021. Winter rentals (cross-
country skis and snowshoes) are not 
available.

GLENDALOUGH
STATE PARK

NATURALIST PROGRAMS & PARK TOURS: Park shares a 
naturalist with Lake Carlos State Park. Call park office for 
more information.

BUILDINGS & ATTRACTIONS: Molly outdoor Picnic 
Shelter, historic Lodge, and Dining Hall are now 
available to rent and can be reserved by calling the park.

PARK HIGHLIGHTS
Cart-in Tent Camping • Wildlife Observation

Heritage Fishing/Large Panfish • Hiking
Sandy Swimming Beach • Equipment Rentals 

Canoeing on Chain of Lakes

Maplewood State Park

39721 Park Entrance Rd., Pelican Rapids, MN 56572
E-mail: maplewood.statepark@state.mn.u

218-863-8383 • www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/maplewood

The park entrance is located 7 mi. east of Pelican Rapids on State Hwy 108.

PARK HIGHLIGHTS
• Camping
• Fishing
• Hiking
• Horseback Trails

HORSE CAMPING:
Campsites in the equestrian 
campgrounds can be reserved by 
phone or online. Some sites are able 
to accommodate additional campers 
(up to three).  Please contact the 
park for approval. To reserve by 
phone, call 866-85PARKS.

FIREWOOD RESTRICTIONS 
INFORMATION:
Minnesota has enacted legislation 
that restricts firewood being brought 
to or used on DNR lands. Complete 
information and lists of vendors and 
locations where approved firewood 
is available are posted on the DNR 
Web site.

BIRDERS:
Bird Checklist available on our 
website for Maplewood State Park.

• The maple forest turns brilliant 
shades of orange, gold, and red 
in the fall.

• Eight major lakes and many ponds 
offer water lovers places to swim, 
fish, boat, and simply relax.

• Lake Lida has a sandy beach and 
large picnic areas for visitors.

• Drive along the scenic route to 
observe the wildlife: the park is 
host to 150 bird species and 50 
species of mammals.

• The extensive trail system attracts 
hikers, horseback riders, and 
cross-country skiers.

• The only entrance to the park is 
located off highway 108 east of 
Pelican Rapids.

Recreation Facilities
• Picnic Area with picnic shelter
• Picnic Shelter Open Shelter 

Available for rent.
• Golf Course 3 within 10 miles

 

Camping
• Drive-in Sites, 71 sites
• Electric Sites, 32 sites
• RV Length Limit 50’ Length is 

measured from front of tow 
vehicle to rear of vehicle being 
towed.

• Backpack Sites, 3 sites
• Horse Camp, 24 sites, 200 

Maximum Capacity. For 
reservations, contact the state 
park reservation service by phone 
or online. Some sites are available 
on a first-come, first-served basis.

• Group Camp, 1 Site - 
Accommodates up to 30 people. 
Site located in a remote, 
semi-wooded area between Bass 
and Beers Lakes. Vault toilets 
available. Water is approximately 
½ mile away. Drive-in site that 
will accommodate tents, small 
trailers, or campers.

Lodging
• Camper Cabins, 5 cabins. Three 

year-round cabins with electricity; 
one of these is wheelchair 
accessible. Also one seasonal 
cabin with electricity and one 
seasonal cabin without electricity. 
The accessible cabin sleeps 5; 

 the other four cabins sleep 6. 
 Pets not allowed. More 

information on camper cabins.

 

 

 
 

 When staff are present, the 
Ranger Station will be open 

intermittently open for 
window service. No official 

office hours currently 
available. Use the 

self-registration kiosk at the 
park office. Leave a message 
if you get our voicemail, and 

we'll call you back.

 Trumpeter Swans in the Ottertail River 
PHOTO SUBMITTED BY BECKY KEMLING

 

     RECREATION AND MEDITATION AREA

                                                                                 Play and Picnic Areas - Walking Trails - Disc Golf

             ZIONAMOR.ORG

Groups over 20 please call church office 
for reservations: 218-495-2563

 New Veteran and Family Tribute - Baseball - Soccer
     Basketball - Pickleball - Horseshoes - Tetherball   

Amor Drone Airport - GA GA Ball - Labyrinth
          Volleyball - Prayer Garden - Community Garden  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
ENTER THROUGH CHURCH PARKING LOT

RECREATION AND MEDITATION AREA

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
ENTER THROUGH CHURCH PARKING LOT

Groups over 20 please call church office  
for reservations: 218-495-2563

ZIONAMOR.ORG

Play & Picnic Areas - Walking Trails - Disc Golf 

New Veteran and Family Tribute - Baseball - Soccer

Basketball - Pickleball - Horseshoes - Tetherball

Amor Drone Airpost - GA GA Ball - Labyrinth

Volleyball - Prayer Garden - Community Garden
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OPEN 7 Days
A Week!

321 W. Lincoln Ave. • Fergus Falls • 218-998-9000

Cut to Order Meats Certifi ed Angus Beef
Seafood and Freshwater Fish

Party Trays Meat & Cheese, Fruit & Veggie
Fresh Baked Bread and Cookies
Fruit & Gift Baskets
ONLINE SHOPPING AVAILABLE

www.servicefood.com
FULL SERVICE GROCERY STORE • LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Includes
• Reinforced concrete floors
• basic electric
• low association fees

Upgrades available 
• insulation package 
• lighted ridgecap 
• garage door opener

Beth Madson, Realtor
ottertailbeth@gmail.com

320-808-6492

INDIVIDUALLY OWNED & OPERATEDOwn Your Own Storage Building!

CONVENIENT LOCATION: 
Highway 78/ Co. Rd. 5 near Ottertail, MN. 

3 sizes:  32x40x12  or  36x54x14  or  32x80x14

225 W. Cavour
Fergus Falls, MN 56537

www.daveerwinconstruction.com

218-640-3713
Battle Lake, MN

Lic. BC520694

Distinctive Homes. Distinctive Values

Dave Erwin Construction is a trusted 
and licensed contractor serving the Battle 

Lake, MN and surrounding area. 
We offer upscale construction services 
and unbeatable customer satisfaction.

Please check one in the column below and     

        

 please circle the level.

July 5-9: Ottertail Lake, Amor Park
____ 3:15-4:00pm  Level   1     3     5
____4:05-4:50pm   Level   2     4
____4:05-4:35pm   Level   Preschool

July 12-16: Ottertail Lake, Amor Park
____ 3:15-4:00pm Level 1   2   3    5
____4:05-4:50pm  Level  1   4   6
____4:05-4:35pm  Level  Preschool

Questions regarding location or registration, please call Tanya at 218-862-4603.

Questions about specific swimming skills and placement in class,
please contact Taylor at 218-739-4489 ext. 211.

Registration Fee: $57.00
(Preschool lessons are $45.00)

NO REGISTRATIONS AT THE BEACH.
PLEASE REGISTER IN ADVANCE.

*Ottertail Lake lessons are at Amor Park

Red Cross Swimming Lessons
Fergus Falls Area Family YMCA Staff

Name __________________________________________________________ Age _______________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
Email _______________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact Information
Parent _______________________________________________ Cell __________________________
work _________________________________________________

2nd Contact _________________________________________Cell __________________________
work _________________________________________________
Please attach payment. Checks can be made payable to Battle Lake Community
Education and mailed to Battle Lake Community Education, 402 W. Summit, Battle
Lake, MN 56515. 

YMCA staff and Battle Lake Public School will take every step possible to provide adequate supervision.
However, as with any physical activity, there is a certain amount of risk of injury. The participating individual,
parent, or guardian agrees not to hold the YMCA, Battle Lake School, employees, contractors, and volunteers
responsible for claims resulting from training, attendance in, or participation in swimming lessons.

Parent/Guardian Signature ____________________________________________ Date ____________________

Ottertail Lake Owners Association Foundation
will reimburse fees for those

who successfully complete lessons.

DID YOU KNOW?

Ottertail Lake Owners Association Foundation will reimburse 
fees for those who successfully complete swimming lessons.

For more information, visit otlpoa.com

Paddling
Safety Tips

Before you go
•     Let someone know where you are going, the route you are taking, and when 

you expect to return.
•     Plan an alternative take-out point in case of emergency.
•     Monitor the weather. Check the forecast before leaving, and prepare for 

rain even if you don’t think it will. Bring a weather radio as an early warning 
system for inclement weather.

•     Dress appropriately for the weather. Wear quick-drying clothing (not cotton!) 
made of material that retains heat even when wet, to help you stay warm 
and dry.

•     Wear bright colors or a high-visibility life jacket. The law requires a boat to 
carry one life jacket per person aboard, but people die each year because 
they weren’t wearing their life jacket. Buckle and zip up that life jacket! 
Learn more about life jackets.

•     Carry a first aid kit and know how to use it.
•     Carry a cell phone or radio for emergency communication, but keep in mind 

you may not have service in a river valley or remote area.
•     Carry plenty of food and water. Drink fluids frequently to avoid dehydration, 

which can impair your judgment and damage your health. If you get a 
headache or haven’t urinated in a few hours, drink a quart of water.

On the water
•     Don’t paddle if you are under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
•     Use extra caution when paddling in cold water. Boating accidents are five 

times more likely to be fatal if the water is colder than 60 degrees.
•     Never strap a person or lifejacket to a canoe or kayak.
•     Paddling in a group is safer than paddling alone. If you are in a group, stay 

within visual or verbal contact if possible.
•     In areas of high motorboat traffic, stay near the shore, and approach waves 

head-on or at a slight angle to avoid capsizing.
•     If you do fall out or capsize, keep your feet pointed downstream and keep 

them off the bottom to avoid getting snagged or stuck. Stay upstream of 
your boat to avoid getting pinned between it and a rock or log.

Reading the water
•     Scan ahead for hazards like overhanging trees, rocks, low bridges or rapids.
•     If a section of river appears too challenging for your and your group, don’t 

be afraid to portage around it. This is a much better option than paddling 
in rapids, or quick currents that you aren’t used to. “When in doubt, get out 
and scout!”

•     Riffles in the water mean that rocks are dangerously close to the surface. 
Follow the smooth water shaped like a “V” pointing downstream.
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EMERGENCY
ALERTS

HOUSEHOLD
INFO

MEDICAL
HISTORY

PET
INFO

is the New CodeRED

REGISTER TODAY!
ottertailcountymn.us/smart911

 218-998-8067

Register now to receive local weather alerts & 
create a  with information you 

want 9-1-1 to know in case of an emergency.

www.gopherstateonecall.org

CALL 
Before 
You Dig

800-252-1166

www.dnr.state.mn.us/gardens/butterfly/index.html

Enjoy 
Backyard 
Wildlife with 
a Butterfly, 
Moth & 
Hummingbird 
Garden

Your backyard flower garden can become a lively butterfly, moth, and 
hummingbird garden if you choose the right flowers. Here are some top 
choices for a beautiful flower bed that will be irresistible to these wild 
creatures.

FOR BUTTERFLIES:
• Swamp milkweed (Asclepias incarnata)
• Common milkweed (Asclepias syriaca)
• Butterflyweed (Asclepias tuberosa)
• Narrow-leaved coneflower (Echinacea angustifolia)
• Rough blazing star (Liatris aspera)
• Meadow blazing star (Liatris ligulistylis)
• Black-eyed susan (Rudbeckia hirta)

FOR RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRDS:
• Bergamot (Monarda fistulosa)
• Cardinal flower (Lobelia cardinalis)

NOTES:
• The milkweeds and blazing stars may be available only from 

nurseries that specialize in native prairie plants.
• For further details, see the book Landscaping for Wildlife, published 

by the Nongame Wildlife Program, Minnesota DNR.
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Being the boss means owning the details—
so when someone says “engineered to 
perfection,” they better mean it. 
Bobcat zero-turn mowers mean business. 
• 2,000 hour bumper-to-bumper, industry-leading warranty
• Optimum mowing with accelerated airflow on the 

AirFX™, DuraDeck™, TufDeck™ Pro and TufDeck™

 cutting systems

• Engineered to outmaneuver, outlast and outperform

STOP BY TO SEE OUR NEW BOBCAT ZERO-TURN MOWERS

Wahpeton-Breckenridge
(701) 642-9129 

17851 Hwy. 13 West • Wahpeton, ND
www.lillegardinc.com

Lillegard Inc. Over a Century of Service 
(1913- 2022)

Clean In 

Clean Out
R E M E M B E R !
clean
CLEAN all visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and other prohibited invasive species 
from watercraft, trailers, and water-related equipment before leaving any water access or 
shoreland.
 

drain
DRAIN water-related equipment (boat, ballast tanks, 
portable bait containers, motor) and drain bilge, 
livewell and baitwell by removing drain plugs before 
leaving a water access or shoreline property. Keep 
drain plugs out and water-draining devices open while 
transporting watercraft.
 

dispose
DISPOSE of unwanted bait, including minnows, leeches, and worms, in the trash. It is 
illegal to release bait into a waterbody or release aquatic animals from one waterbody to 
another. If you want to keep your bait, you must refill the bait container with bottled or tap 
water.

 

K N O W  T H E  L A W 
You may not…

•     Transport watercraft without removing the drain plug.
•     Arrive at lake access with drain plug in place.
•     Transport aquatic plants, zebra mussels, or other prohibited species on any roadway.
•     Launch a watercraft with prohibited species attached.
•     Transport water from Minnesota lakes or rivers.
•     Release bait into the water.

A D D I T I O N A L  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

rinse
Spray, rinse, dry — Some invasive species are small and difficult to see at the access. 
To remove or kill them, take one or more of the following precautions before moving to 
another waterbody, especially after leaving zebra mussel and spiny waterflea infested 
waters:     
•     Spray with high-pressure water
•     Rinse with very hot water*
•     Dry for at least 5 days

Run motor and personal watercraft for a few seconds to discharge water before leaving a 
water access.
Transport fish on ice — be prepared, bring a cooler.

* These water temperatures will kill zebra mussels and some other AIS: 120°F for at least 2 minutes; or 140°F for at least 10 
seconds.

report
If you suspect a new infestation of an invasive plant or animal, take a photo and note the location, or save a specimen and 
report it to a local DNR invasive species contact.
 

www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/preventspread_watercraft.html

When boating or fishing 
in Minnesota, protect your 
waters by following state 

aquatic invasive species laws
RARE OPPORTUNITY! Heart set on OTTER 
TAIL LAKE? WALKER LAKE? THIS SEASON? 
AFFORDABLE? Then this property is HAND PICKED 
for you! IMAGINE shared frontage & a boat slip 
on Otter Tail on a level lot with a perfect sand 
beach PLUS shared frontage & dock access 
to Walker Lake, all combined with a SWEET 
newly remodeled & fully furnished cabin just 
a short walk from either slip or dock. Outdoor 
entertaining is a breeze w/ this large patio area 
& access to an abundance of shared green space 
located immediately behind the cabin. Cabin has 
2 assigned parking lots along Hwy 1 in front of the 
cabin however additional association parking is 
available to the side of the backlot.  
CUTE, multi-use storage unit is also included. 
Owners will own the cabin AND hold a 1/11th 
ownership in the common areas which has 
been assigned 3 separate parcel numbers. This 
property has its own well & a shared septic on the 
Ottertail Water Management District. Association 
is well managed & great neighbors.

OTTER TAIl lAkE!

Erin Olson
320.293.1123

erin.olson@c21atwood.com connie.caspers@c21atwood.com

Connie Caspers
701.640.3161

39301 County Highway 1 , 
Richville, MN, 56576

$245,000
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Sundogs Over Ottertail Lake
Submitted by Becky Kemling

CLEAN, DRAIN, DRY
to stop aquatic hitchhikers 

Aquatic Invasive Species THREATEN our natural resources. 
PROTECT our waters for future generations.

REMOVE the drain plug for travel, 
DISPOSE of unwanted bait in the trash.

ottertailcountymn.us/department/aquatic-invasive-species


